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Pastor’s Letter 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article was written before Diana’s retirement announcement on 2/2/2020. A reflection of her  
service here at Lynnewood will be included in the March edition of the Lines.  
 

By now you must have heard about Donna’s retirement from her position of music director for the past 20 years and 
Carlene’s retirement as the office administrator.  It was a shock to many of us hearing their retirements since they have 
been such important parts of Lynnewood.  First of all, I want to thank Donna and Carlene for their exceptional dedication 
and service to our church.  They will leave huge holes in the life of our church life, and they will be greatly missed.   
 

I learned very quickly how talented and special Donna was as our music director when I first arrived here.  As someone 
who enjoys church music and singing in a choir, I truly enjoyed all the great music selections Donna chose and the way 
she led our Chancel choir.  I was privileged in singing in the choir for some time, and it was a great joy to sing under her 
direction.  Church choirs I have experienced have been usually more opinions than talents.  Usually, directors have to 
work with a small group of people and struggle to keep the choir alive.  But, the Lynnewood choir is different.  I was  
simply surprised by the size of the choir and its superior quality.  When I arrived, they were busy getting ready to sing at 
Carnegie Hall, and their dedication was simply mind-boggling. Singing in the choir, I learned very quickly it is only  
possible because of the gifts and dedication of Donna as the music director.  At the Ebenezer church’s relocation  
service, one of the music professionals who attended the service praised our choir over the Korean community chorale 
of more than 40 members. She was simply impressed by our choir and noticed right away the gift of Donna’s direction 
and ability to lead our choir to superior quality.  We don’t need to hear other’s opinions to know of Donna’s great gifts.  
We have been enjoying and appreciating our church music every Sunday.  I also noticed her great leadership in our bell 
choirs and providing great support for children’s choirs.  Lynnewood would not be the same without Donna’s leadership.   
I will forever be grateful to have worked with her for the last two years. 
 

Carlene has also been an invaluable part of our church, especially in the area of administration and program  
preparations.  Her long experience with our church administration has been absolutely invaluable for our church and 
personally for the transition to my position.  She has been someone I could always count on and turn to for learning 
about this church.  Her loyalty and dedication to Lynnewood have been clearly demonstrated in all walks of church life.  
Our office is functional and stable because of her.  I know she has wanted to reduce her time since last year, and we 
brought another office assistant, Caitlin, on board to take some of her duties and add additional functions of our church 
ministries. Carlene has been a great mentor and friend to Caitlin to help her acclimate to her new position.  Now with a 
new granddaughter, perhaps she needs to give more attention to her family.  I am eternally grateful for her love and  
devotion to our church.   
 

I do hope and pray that both Donna and Carlene enjoy the next chapters of life, but I am glad to know they will remain 
as members of Lynnewood.  I look forward to seeing them regularly at church and hearing more exciting news about 
many new adventures they are enjoying.  It will be very difficult to fill their shoes.  I hope you will also express your  
gratitude for their services and pray for successfully filling their positions. God has called us to serve and they have done 
so admirably.  I pray for their happiness and joy in their retirements. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Henry 
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Sermons, Prayers, Bible Studies, and Stephen Ministry 
  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 
Encourage One Another 

 

In 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul writes, “Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up…Encourage the timid, help 
the weak, be patient with everyone.”  God has called us all to 
build up and encourage one another.  For those who are  
experiencing a really difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can 
provide the special encouragement, care and support they 
need until they are past the crisis.  If you would like more  
information on our Stephen Ministry, please call the church 
office at (925) 846-0221. 

 
In Need of Prayer… 

Lynnewood Family  
 Those recovering from illness, injury, surgery 
 Those in ongoing cancer treatment 
 Those seeking employment 
 Those grieving 
 

National and World Needs 
 Our United Methodist Church 
 Those recovering from natural  
 disasters 
 Our Muslim neighbors 
 For peace in our communities and for an end to gun 

violence 
 
Prayer Ministry: 
 

Please email your prayer requests to the church office 
(office@lynnewood.org).  
 

Stephen Minister Coordinator: 
If you or a friend would like to meet with a Stephen  
Minister, call Linda or the church office.  

 
Sermon Topics for February 2020 

 
February 2 “The Gospel of the Kingdom” 
  Matthew 5:1-13  
    
February 9 “Keep It Real” 
  Matthew 5:13-20 (13-16, 14-20)  
  
February 16 “Go Beyond” 
  Matthew 5:21-37 (21-30, 31-37)   
 
February 23 Guest preacher:  
  Rev. Mary Elyn Bahlert  

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 

10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m., LUMC Library 
 

All are welcome to share in this adult Bible 
study on Wednesday mornings at the 
church. It is a “lectionary” based study,  
looking at the scriptures to be used in  
worship and preaching the following  
Sunday. The group meets for 90 minutes.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Still thinking about attending Monday Night 
Adult Bible Study on Mondays at 7:00 p.m.?  
If you would like to join us, we meet in the 
Choir Room at the church. Please call or 
email questions to the church office.  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=447238825
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=447238849
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=447238868
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Announcements 

 

“A Perilous Night at Pirate’s Perch” 
 
Mark your calendars for the next murder mystery! 
Saturday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Proceeds go directly to Sierra Service Project for 
2020. Watch the Lines for more announcements. 

 

 
Who Wants To Be On Our Lynnewood  

Summer “Olynnepics” Committee? 
 

You may recall that a couple years ago, Lynnewood 
sponsored our own version of the winter Olympics 
complete with curling and hockey. We’re ready again 
to plan our intergenerational fun-for-all Olympics.  
We need creative thinkers and task-doers in order to  
organize this grand effort. Children, youth, and adults 
are all welcomed on our planning committee. We will 
meet on Sunday, February 9th at 11:45 in order to plan. 
Will you join us? 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY: THANK YOU! 
 

For over 15 years,  Lynnewood has been joining in a 
nationwide effort to tackle hunger through donating 
to the Souper Bowl of Caring. Since 2003,  
Lynnewood has donated over $11,000 to local,  
national and global efforts to end hunger through 
the Souper Bowl of Caring. On Sunday, February 
2nd, over $2,500 was collected to be split evenly 
between Open Heart Kitchen, No Kid Hungry and 
Rise Against Hunger. Thank you to everyone who 
donated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our YouTube Channel! 
 

Did you know that we have been uploading videos 
of the special music performances and the sermons 
each week? You can check them out by visiting our 
YouTube channel directly, or you can find the videos 
on our website under the tab labelled “Sundays”!  

EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR MARCH ARTICLES 
 

The deadline for articles to be submitted for the March 
edition of the Lines has been extended to February 
25th. Please make sure your articles are in on time! Any 
articles not received by the 25th will not make it into 
the March edition of the newsletter.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMNCemEtLP_7YTDFjfWffA
https://lynnewood.org/
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Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation  
Summary of the Plan (provided by the Greater New Jersey Conference of the UMC) 
 
A group of 16 UMC church leaders negotiated a settlement for an amicable separation within the UMC. 
 
The agreement must be approved by the General Conference in May. It can be further amended. 
 
It primarily provides the ability for the Wesleyan Covenant Association (conservative “traditionalist” group) to 
leave the United Methodist Church with their property and assets. Most of the denomination will stay  
together. The agreement has the following financial settlement:  
 
$25,000,000 to the Wesleyan Covenant Association and traditionalists to start a new denomination 
 
$39,000,000 to address systemic racism, past and present within the denomination 
 
$2,000,000 for liberal congregations that would like to leave the denomination 
 
There is not a plan for where the funds will be allocated from, but any funding will need to be approved by 
the General Conference. 
 
The agreement also calls for grouping the United Methodist Church into four regions–Europe, Philippines, 
Africa and the United States–where more localized and contextual decisions can be made. 
 
Congregations that would like to stay with The United Methodist Church will not have to take a vote to stay. 
 
For more detailed information on the Protocol, or to read the document itself, see Diana for hard copies or go 
to:  
 
https://ntcumc.org/signed_umc_mediation_protocoal_statement_-2020.pdf                       
 
or go to cnumc.org to see a YouTube interview of the members of the ream who drafted the Protocol. 

https://ntcumc.org/signed_umc_mediation_protocoal_statement_-2020.pdf
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Music Notes 

Let the Choirs Inspire You 
 
Sunday, February 2 – The Chancel Choir will sing a setting of Micah 6, “What Does the Lord Require of You?,”  
accompanied by piano, bass guitar and drums. 
 
Sunday, February 9 – The Chancel Choir will sing a setting of Matthew 5:13-16, “Let Your Light Shine,” a  
reminder that we are to be light and salt to the earth. 
  
Sunday, February 16 – The Chancel Choir will sing “For Where Love Is, There Is God.” 
 
Sunday, February 23 – The Handbell Choir will ring “Festive Praise,” a joyous original song incorporating many 
different handbell techniques. In addition, hear the Chancel Choir premiere Lisa’s newest composition, “God in 
the Highest.” 
 
 
Looking to the Future 
 
For those of you who were not in church on January 12, I announced my retirement effective the end of June. I 
first became chancel choir director in fall 2000. I am now in the midst of my 20th church liturgical season,  
having just finished my 20th Christmas as Lynnewood’s director.  
 
In 2000, Lynnewood had a small chancel choir of about 12-15 members. We also had a children’s choir.  We’ve 
come a long way since then.  Our chancel choir now runs 25-30 members and the choir has been to Carnegie 
Hall. We have two children’s choirs, and we have a handbell choir… which initially started in 2003 as a chimes 
choir. I’ve added Lynnewood Christmas Ensemble to our Advent traditions and utilized my Amador Valley High 
School music connections to provide Easter Brass and other instrumental accompaniments. 
 
While I thought I knew what I was getting into when I first took on the position as choir director (my parents 
were both church musicians, after all), I could not have anticipated the joy and fulfillment I have received over 
the years.  It’s been a voyage of learning, discovery, and blessing. 
 
I am grateful for your support.  I have often said that this congregation listens with “ears of love.” You are open 
to the message in the music and you overlook our foibles. I am grateful to Lynnewood for hiring me even 
though I had very little experience at the time. It has been a blessing in my life as I hope it has been in yours.  
 
In the meantime, it will be “business as usual.”  There is much music ministry to plan for between now and the 
end of June.  I fully intend to enjoy the journey.  
 
With gratitude for our journey together in music and worship, 
 

 Donna 
Donna, director of music 
(e-mail: music@lynnewood.org )  

mailto:music@lynnewood.org
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Lynnewood Outreach: Changing Lives in Guatemala 
Imagine, if you will, never having walked due to a birth deformity; losing a 
leg to diabetes or other health challenge; or being disabled in a tragic  
accident, and suddenly the gift of mobility comes into your life. That was 
the blessing we offered during our wheelchair mission to Guatemala in 
January 2020.  
 
Through the generosity of the Asbury, Lynnewood, and San Ramon  
Valley United Methodist churches, our team traveled to Guatemala to  
deliver 260 wheelchairs in partnership with the Wheelchair Foundation.  
This was a remarkable opportunity to engage with families that had no 
means to purchase a wheelchair. They carried, carted, or hobble-walked 
a family member everywhere. Our recipients included disabled and  
mobility challenged children, adults, and seniors.  
 
We started our week volunteering at Virgen Del Socorro in Antigua. This 
long-term care facility, run by the Franciscan Order of the Catholic 
Church, is for children and adults with permanent disabilities. Many of 
these residents suffer from Cerebral Paralysis. We found this to be a  
rewarding and enlightening experience so appreciated by the residents.  
 

Our second day of volunteering was at the  
Hospital of Santo Hermano Pedro, a charity  
hospital that turns no one away and only charges 
what a person can afford. This Franciscan hospital 
provides medical services by local staff and  
volunteer physicians from around the world. We 
worked in the day care center and the Nutrition 
Clinic for young children. We were particularly 
touched by how children with clef palates and 
other congenital deformities receive feeding  
assistance to help them achieve improved health.  

Story Continued on Page 8 
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Lynnewood Outreach: Changing Lives in Guatemala 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our first delivery of wheelchairs was to a senior care community in Antigua. This government run residence  
provides compassionate care to elderly men and women who have no place else to go. It was amazing to see 
mobility-limited residents slip into their new wheelchair.  
 
Our major wheelchair distribution was at an event in the little town of Barberena. It was exciting to walk into the 
town hall filled with anxious families selected to receive a wheelchair. Each family was called forward to accept 
the wheelchair. We collectively celebrated the grateful, beaming recipient and their family. It was one of the 
most heartwarming moments you can imagine and one of the most humbling.  
 
We delivered what seemed like an endless stream of wheelchairs. To see a child experience mobility for the 
first time in her life brought tears to our eyes. Adults who had lost a leg, or seniors who could no longer walk on 
their own, were simply grateful beyond words. We changed many lives that day, with great love.  
--------------------------------  
Thank you for your donations, prayers and the privilege to be your representative to the people of Guatemala.  
Steve, Kal, Raeanne, Mark, Thomas, Bob, Doug, and Mary Ellen.  
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Lynnewood Outreach Updates 
Bundles of Joy 

 

A big thanks to Holy Cross Lutheran Church in  
Livermore.  Once again they collected donations for 
Bundles over the Christmas holidays and collected 
enough items to fill over 3 months of bundles for us. 
 
Bundles of Joy is an on-going joint project with Axis 
Community Health and several other churches in the 
Tri-Valley. It is only made possible by the donations 
we receive each month. We provide 14 bags per 
month to Axis to be given out to low-income  
pregnant women. Please help us to continue to reach 
out to families in need and show them what a caring 
community we are. Donations from the list below can 
be left in the narthex.  Contact the church office with 
any questions.   
 

Items Needed for the Bundles of Joy Project:  
 

- Diapers (Newborn – Size 1)     
- Pacifiers      
- Cloth Toys or Stuffed Animals   
- Bibs (We usually include 2.)    
- Wipes 
- Blankets 
- Rattles 
- Hats (We usually include 2.) 
- Baby Wash, Lotion, Powder or Ointment (We  
include 1 item per bag.) 
- Newborn Outfits – Size 0-6 months (We usually  
include 1 per bag.) 
- Pajamas, Size 0-6 months (We usually include 1 per 
bag.) 
- Onesies, Size 0-6 months (We usually include 1-2 
per bag.) 
- Baby Booties or Socks (We usually include 2-3 
pairs.) 
- Cash or Gift Cards (Target, etc…) 

EGG CARTONS—Ongoing Project 
 

Many people see egg cartons in the narthex and  
wonder why empty egg cartons are brought to 
church. The Tri-Valley Haven Food Bank receives 
eggs from local grocery stores with good eggs and 
some broken and mushy eggs. Before Tri-Valley staff 
distributes the good eggs to their clients, they seek 
cleaner egg cartons. Over the years the Lynnewood 
church family has been the source for the egg  
cartons. Thank you for your continued support of this 
outreach opportunity. 

LYNNEWOOD HOSTS OPEN HEART KITCHEN ON 
SUNDAYS 

 

For those within our church family who are seeking a 
way to “dare to serve,” an opportunity to do so is 
offered right here on site with Open Heart Kitchen!  
We are seeking LUMC volunteers to serve at Open 
Heart Kitchen in our Fellowship Hall from 2:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. on the fourth Sunday of each month. Youth 
volunteers must be 14, and community service credit 
will be given.  
 

For those who are active volunteers at Asbury UMC 
on the fifth Wednesday of the month, we will  
continue our commitment to Open Heart Kitchen. 
 

Sign-ups for Open Heart Kitchen are being received 
at the Outreach Table each Sunday, or you may  
contact Diana who will be coordinating the  
volunteers to serve at Lynnewood. Phil will continue 
to coordinate the volunteers for our 5th Wednesday 
at Asbury. 

November Alameda County Food Drive THANK YOU! 

 

The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone 
who donated to the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank donation barrel in November. Lynnewood donated 
137 pounds of food.  All the food was greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING 
Early Response Teams (ERTs) fill a specific need in the early days after a disaster to clean out flood damaged homes,  
remove debris, place tarps on homes, and otherwise help to prevent further damage. An ERT training and certification class 
is offered for interested participants. Minimum age is 18 years.  
ERT Training:  
Date: Saturday, February 29, 2020, 8:30am to 5:00p  
Location: Creekside Center, Los Altos UMC 655 Magdalena Ave., Los Altos, CA 94024  
Cost: $50 plus $41 for online background check and Safe Sanctuaries training through Safe Gatherings Instructors: Leslie 
Carmichael & Bob Lee  
For more information and to register click HERE  
Questions? Contact Leslie (carm-lee@pacbell.net or 650-468-7890)  

http://www.cnumc.org/VIMregistrations


 
 
 
 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it is not 
finished until you participate by tying a knot or laying 
your hands on a knot and saying a prayer. If you 
would like to help with this ministry, please contact 
the church office.  

PRAYERS & SQUARES 

KNITTING GROUP 
The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment as they 
await more volunteers. If you know how to knit and 
would like to join this group, please contact the 
church office. 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group meets the third Thursday of the month 
at 11:00 a.m. in the Library.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

SECOND SATURDAY of the month - 8 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 
 
All men are invited to breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall. Come and join in a great breakfast and 
better fellowship. Heart-healthy food to be included. 
 
We will meet again Saturday, February 8, in the  
Fellowship Hall. Start the day off right with good food 
and good fellowship! 
  

Please call the church office  with any questions. 
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Small Group Ministries 

http://lynnewood.org/get-connected/small-groups/mens-breakfast-group/


One of our most popular groups is our seniors’ monthly  
luncheon. If you are retired, you qualify as a ―seasoned citizen!  
Or, if you are just free for lunch on Tuesdays you still qualify! 
Our February Luncheon is scheduled!  

WHAT:   Lunch 
DATE: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
TIME:  11:30 a.m. 
WHERE: Eddie Papa’s 
  4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton (Hopyard & Stoneridge Dr.) 
 
To make a reservation contact the church office.  
 
We will order from the menu.  Separate checks.  Prices are reasonable. 
 

For future dates, please call the church for the date and location, and enjoy 
a meal at a restaurant or home, with a chance to meet new friends.  
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Seasoned Citizens 
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Children and Sunday School 

 
Thank you to the 
Sunday School 

classes for making 
this awesome 
poster! If you 

haven’t had the 
chance to see it, 

check out our  
Narthex! 
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Youth Events 
THE 30 HOUR FAMINE IS COMING ON FEBRUARY 21St AND 22ND 

 

All youth in 6th-12th grades are heartily welcomed to let your stomach growl so others can eat. Let Diana 
know you will join in this amazing effort to educate ourselves about global hunger in children and World  
Vision’s ongoing efforts to eradicate it. We don’t eat so that others can live. Our last meal will be lunch on  
Friday the 21st and we will break our fast on Saturday at 5:30pm with communion. This year we will follow the 
story of 10-year-old Grace from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Youth are asked to pick up a  
fundraising kit and to register online so that giving may be accomplished with the click of a button. See Diana 
to get started and for more details. Are you in? 

 

Picking Fruit for Open 
Heart Kitchen 

 

Thank you to the youth 
who helped pick fruit 
last month for Open 
Heart Kitchen!  



         

 DECEMBER FINANCE UPDATE        

         

 Operating Budget Amount % difference from 
budget      

 Donations (Year To Date) $555,524 12.5%      

 Expenses (Year To date) $651,608 -10.7%      

We collected  $3,520 with Alternative Giving. 
 

If you would like to better understand where our church stands financially or the financial goals of our church, 
please see any member of the finance committee. We would be happy to discuss our finances with you! 
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Finance Update 


