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Easter is upon us, and Christians all over the world will celebrate Jesusô resurrection from the dead and the    
fulfillment of Godôs promise for eternal life. But, do we really think about the meaning and why we celebrate this 
season?  Most Americans delight in the Easter bunny, games, and egg-hunting on Easter day and attending 
Easter morning services at churches. It is a part of our tradition.  And people from other cultures and religions 
are quickly catching on to this Christian tradition to enjoy the festivity, much like Christmas. But, without Jesusô 
journey to the cross, Easter doesnôt really exist. 

 

Jesusô journey to Easter began long ago, even before his birth. John 3:16 indicates the very reason why Jesus 
came to us.  

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life.ò  

Jesusô true motivation was to fulfill Godôs love for the world and to offer eternal life to humankind.  And Godôs 
manifestation of extreme love was to offer his Son as the sacrifice for the world.  Jesusô birth was an indication 
that his journey would be arduous and demanding.  Indeed, Jesusô life during his time of ministry was not      
considered to be a journey of comfort and pleasureðespecially his final journey to Jerusalem.   Although even 
his followers didnôt understand the true purpose of his final journey to Jerusalem, Jesus was certain of his      
mission.  In fact, his followers and a great crowd welcomed Jesus as the next Messiah, the superhero for their 
people.   

 

They greeted him with shouts of ñHosanna!ò which was equal to ñPraise God and his Messiah, we are saved!ò 
But the journey didnôt end as they hoped.  Jesus, their expected Messiah, was helplessly arrested by the Roman 
authority, beaten, and crucified on the cross, the most humiliating and torturous means of capital punishment.   
Why did Jesus make the journey to Jerusalem? Was it for his glory? Did he want to make fools of other people 
to prove how wrong and foolish they were not to listen to him?  Jesus had no motivation to prove this to  anyone. 
His journey was completely and truly about his mission stated in John 3:16.  His journey was to fulfill Godôs love 
for the world and to offer humankind a chance for a new life. On the cross, he completed his journey, and on the 
third day, he showed the world there is the new life of eternal peace and blessing.  

 

Jesus wasnôt interested in any institution or liturgy to honor his life but in showing us how to be children of God, 
created in Godôs image, that is love.  To achieve this, he had to teach us alternative ways of life that we must 
pursue.  Jesus truly demonstrated the way (path) that leads to truth and ultimately true life.  To restore our true 
self, we need to return to God and Godôs will for peace and harmony among all Godôs creations.  The most   
challenging hindrance is greed. We fail to follow Godôs will because of our inability to understand or to follow. 
Jesus came to show us how to be free from the bonds of greed and selfishness.  Therefore, the journey to the 
cross and thus to Easter morning is not about the rituals, festivities, or programs, but a reflection of our own life 
seeking to overcome such bondage of greed and selfishness that leads to sin and death in our world.   

 

I stood with the Amador High School students on Wednesday, March 14
th
 when they walked out onto the street 

to raise their voices against the gun violence and for building a safer world for everyone.  The deeper cause for 
resisting this seemingly obvious action for safety is still greed and selfishness.  The church as an institution is 
not exempted from the blame. On this holy week and Easter, let us meditate on the heart of Jesus as he       
journeyed to Jerusalem and let us join in his journey to seek a new life of humility and peace.  It might not be 
possible on our own, but let Jesus show us the way. Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.  
 
Easter blessings, 
 

Pastor Henry 

http://lynnewood.org/resources/lynnewood-sermons/
http://lynnewood.org/get-connected/small-groups/
http://lynnewood.org/ways-to-serve-give/
http://lynnewood.org/get-connected/middle-and-high-school-youth/


In Need of Prayeré 

 

Lynnewood Family  

¶ Those recovering from illness and surgery 

¶ Those in ongoing cancer treatment 
 
National and World Needs 

¶ For our planet and for all those doing their part to protect and preserve her 

¶ For refugee families resettled in new homes and for all those living in camps or fleeing 

¶ For peace in our communities and for an end to gun violence 
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Prayer Ministry: 

 

Please email your prayer requests to the church office (office@lynnewood.org).   

 

Stephen Minister Coordinator: 
If you or a friend would like to meet with a Stephen Minister, call Linda. 

Carol, Doug, and I wish to thank our Lynnewood family for their prayers and financial support in 
our mission to Puerto Rico.  The commissioning with Pastor Henry that included many of you 
continues to overwhelm us with love and heartfelt tears.  We will represent you and share our 
experiences when we return.  Have a blessed Easter!  Mary Ellen  
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              òA Menacing Night at the Modern Museumó 

 
Itõs going to be Menacing Night at the opening gala of a new exhibit 
at a Modern Art Museum in San Francisco.  Come and see how 
the attendees discover the mysteries of the theft of a painting and 
each other!  Watch out for professionals, and even a murderer!  
With your help, perhaps Officer OõMurphy will be able to solve the 
crime.  
 
The event will take place in Lynnewoodõs sanctuary on Saturday, April 7, at    
7:00 p.m. in the Mystery Dinner Production, òA Menacing Night at the Modern 
Museum.ó  Tickets are $15 per adult ($12 for seniors), including appetizers and 

dessert and are on sale after each service.  

Momentum Is Building To End Gun Violence. Do You Want To Add Your Voice? 
 

Since the school shooting in Parkland, Florida, on February 14th, youth across the country 
have been raising their voices to call for an end to gun violence in their schools. Several 
efforts have been launched locally. If you are interested in learning more about how you 
can join in, let Diana know.  

Wider Welcome Wants YOU To Understand Our Possible Futures As A  
United Methodist Denomination 

 

Beginning on April 8th the Wider Welcome Committee will be staffing an information table 
following worship. There you are invited to pick up printed materials that will help you  
understand options for how our denomination will be structured following the February 
2019 General Conference session. The 32-member Commission on a Way Forward was 
formed after the 2016 General Conference and is tasked with presenting ways for being 
the church that will move us as a denomination beyond our impasse on human sexuality. 
At this point, the Commission has presented two different options to the Council of    
Bishops for their consideration. On April 8th you will also be invited to take a prayer card 
to help you hold in ongoing prayer the members of the Commission and the Council of 
Bishops. 



Music Notes 
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A Big Thank You to Our Easter and Holy Week Musicians! 
 
Lent, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter services would not have had the 
same powerful impact without the musicians.  The Lynnewood community is blessed to have 
many dedicated, talented servants as part of its music program.  I am grateful for the contributions 
of each and every one of these persons.  Please express your gratitude to these people when you 
see them in the coming weeks. 
 
This yearôs edition of the Easter Brass hailed from Amador Valley High School. The trumpeters 
were Emma and Alec while the trombonist was Joseph and the French horn player was Austin.  
Thank you also to Mr. Grantham, AVHS band director, who helped recruit the 2 brass musicians 
who are not affiliated with Lynnewood. 
 
Thank you to our organist Amelia Han Riegert who blesses us each week with her beautiful     
worship music and for her work in accompanying the Chancel Choir.  Thank you to Debbie and 
the Sonshine Choir for the beautiful ñA Prayer for Mercy,ò to Lorna for her oboe renditions of   
Handelôs ñAirò and ñRondo,ò and to the Beginning Bell Choir for their ringing of ñWere You There.ò 
Thank you, in particular, to our dedicated Chancel Choir who rehearse week in and week out and 
provide beautiful choral music each Sunday, and especially for all the music they brought to the 
Palm Sunday service. 
 
With gratitude, 
  Donna  
 
 
Music to Anticipate in April: 
Sunday, April 8:  Ann, violinist, will provide the special music and Debbie, harpist will play the   
Offertory. 
Sunday, April 22:  The Handbell Choir will ring a joyous arrangement of ñPraise to the Lord, the 
Almighty.ò 
 
 
Calendar Notes: 
Sonshine Choir and Joyful Noise Choir rehearsals resume Sunday, April 8. 
Chancel Choir rehearsals resume on Wednesday, April 11. 
Both handbell choirs will resume rehearsing on Thursday, April 12. 

http://lynnewood.org/get-connected/music/
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Lynnewoodõs Outreach, reaching out 
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Bundles of Joy Update 
 
 

A big thank you to our middle school and high school youth for doing a bundles shopping 
trip during the 30 hour famine.  They were sent to Target to find pacifiers, hats, bibs, outfits, 
pajamas, socks and more.  It was a great lesson in value shopping and also learning just 
how expensive a newborn baby can be!  We now have three months worth of supplies and 
will be packing the next set of bundles in April. 

 

Bundles of Joy is an on-going joint project with Axis Community Health and several other 
churches in the Tri-Valley.  It is only made possible by the donations we receive each 
month.  We provide 14 bags per month to Axis to be given out to low-income pregnant 
women.  Please help us to continue to reach out to families in need and show them what a 
caring community we are.  Donations from the list below can be left in the narthex or given 
to Kristin.  Contact Kristin or the church office with any questions.  Thanks! 
 

Items Needed for the Bundles of Joy Project:   
 

Diapers (Newborn ï Size 1)   Wipes   
 Rattles 
Pacifiers     Blankets 
Cloth Toys or Stuffed Animals  Hats (We usually include 2) 
Bibs (We usually include 2) 
Baby Wash, Lotion, Powder or Ointment (We include 1 item per bag.) 
Newborn Outfits ï Size 0-6 months (We usually include 1 per bag.) 
Pajamas ï Size 0-6 months (We usually include 1 per bag.) 
Onesies ï Size 0-6 months (We usually include 1-2 per bag.) 
Baby Booties or Socks (We usually include 2-3 pairs) 
Cash or Gift Cards (Target, Babies R Us, etcé) 

LYNNEWOOD HOSTS OPEN HEART KITCHEN ON SUNDAYS 
 
For you within our church family who are seeking a way to ñdare to serveò, an opportunity to do 
so is offered right here on site!   We are seeking LUMC volunteers to serve either from 2:30 to   
4 p.m. or from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the fourth Sunday of each month.  As we will continue to 
provide volunteers, we are confident that the list of volunteers will allow for many to serve!  
Youth volunteers must be16, and community service credit will be given. 
 
For those who are active volunteers at Asbury UMC on the fifth Wednesday of the month, we 
will continue our commitment to Open Heart Kitchen. 
 
Sign-ups for Open Heart Kitchen are being received at the Outreach Table each Sunday, or you 
may contact Diana M. who will be coordinating the volunteers to serve at Lynnewood.  Phil will 
continue to coordinate the volunteers for our 5th Wednesday at Asbury. 

SAVE THE DATE:  Lynnewood will be participating in an Alameda County Community Food 
Bank Sorting Day on Saturday, May 12, 2018, for the morning shift from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Please join us!  

http://lynnewood.org/ways-to-serve-give/

